Information for Local Agricultural Economist (Sorkortor)

1. General Information
1.1 Who are you? What to do?
You are one of the volunteers of the Office of Agricultural Economics, Ministry of
Agriculture and Cooperatives called the “Local Agricultural Economist (SorKorThor)” assigned to
help the authority to conduct the survey of cassava production per rai through selection of the
sample farm households. The data is required to grasp the production of cassava in your

province.

Your work involves two major components as follows:
1. Prepare a list of all cassava farm households in the sample village and select
three sample farm household by using the random table (Table 1).
2. Select a sample field in the cassava farm fields which the sample farm
household has.

Every SorKorThor is required to actually attend the training program for the field work to
ensure every working step, such as to understand all details in the manual and record of farm
production per rai, to receive the tools and equipment needed in the survey as well as the
“Manual and Field Survey Note on Farm Production per rai” from the authority.

For the survey, SorKorThor is required to introduce himself to the local leader (village
headman/Sub-district headman) that you have been assigned by the Regional Office of
Agricultural Economics (ROAE) to survey the cassava production per rai through field survey
and ask for cooperation on your work.

1.2 Return of the checked and proper field survey note
When you work in your village, sub-district or district, you may face the problems
and difficulties at all times. You may need to cooperate with the responsible ROAE Officer.
Phone number and address are required to complete the survey in the field survey. After you
have checked the data for accuracy and completeness, the manual and field survey note shall
be kept in your residence and waits for submission to ROAE Officer. The officer will pick up the
survey form at your residence.



1.3 Tools and equipment

The list of tools and equipment for cassava crop cutting survey to be provided to

you by ROAE Officer. You have responsibility to take care of equipment and return to ROAE
Officer after field survey completed.

1.4 Work to be performed by the local agricultural economist (SorKorThor)

Assigned by ROAE to conduct of the survey for farm production per rai

Participate in the training course

Prepare a list of cassava farm households (Form 1)

Random sampling of 3 farm households (Form 2)
(Using random table for sample farm households)

Interview to sample farmer households (Form 2, No.1)

Random 3 sampling of the farm field from the table provided

Field survey of farm field and data recording (Form 2, No. 2)

[=] Submit checked and complete “Manual and Field Survey Note”
[=] Return of equipment

1.5 Definition

(1) cassava, year 2006 means the cassava production that will harvest during 1%
October 2006 - 30" September 2007.

(2) sample village means the village that have cassava planting in the village area at least
10 rai and be able to harvest the cassava production in 1) and there must be at least 3 cassava
farm household in the village.

(3) cassava farm household means the household having at least one rai of planted
cassava and having the farm field in the sample village.



(4) sample household means the farm household in 3) which will harvest the crop during
the survey period of December 2006 - March 2007.

(5) cassava farm field means the cassava farming area in the same farm fields. If there
is a clear division by road, pass, stream or canal, it should be distinguished a different field.

(6) Growing condition means the estimated condition of the crop production compared
with average production in normal years by the opinion of the owner farmer.
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(7) Production per rai means the weight of cassava production from the harvesting area

of 1 rai, gaining information through;

@ Interview of sample farm household
© Calculation on crop cutting survey

Production unit is Ton (with 2 decimal)

2. Listing of farm households and the selection of sample farm household

2.1 Listing of farm households

The first thing to be done is to list up the farm households which plant cassava in the

sample village to the “List of Cassava Farming Households, Year 2007” (Form 1), then count

the number of farm households in the list. The name of sample village will be provided by

ROAE Officer to you before the survey.

2.2 Selection of sample farm households

After preparation of the list and count of the total number of farm households, select
three sample households using the random table. Then the three sample farm households are
entered in the “List of sample households for the survey of cassava production per rai, Year

2007 (Form 2).



3. Operation of survey

3.1 You need to introduce yourself to the sample farmer that you are the person
assigned by the Regional Office of Agricultural Economics for the survey of cassava production
per rai in the sample village.

3.2 You need to explain clearly the objectives and survey method on the production per
rai in the selected farm of the sample farmer as follows;

“The objective of this survey IS 10 aSSess the average production of cassava per rai in
this province through actual crop cutting, counting, measuring and weighing of the cassava in
two survey spots (3 meters in length per spot). The survey spot are selected randomly in the
sample farm fields which are selected from three sample farm household in this village.

The result of the survey will be used only for making of statistics and will not be used
in other objectives such as taxation or income assessment. Before selection of sample farm
field, you need to ask basic information on farming to the owner of sample farm household and
ask for cooperation and assistance for this survey.

3.3 Random of sample farm field and survey spot
3.3.1 Random of the sample field
(1) Interview sample household in order to know number of harvesting cassava

field that will harvest during December 2006 - March 2007 and draw a map of located field and
put the number into each field.

In case of SorkorThor can not enter the field due to improper period of
harvesting, SorKorThor should ask the exactly period for harvesting and make appointment for
the new visit. In case, there is no field remain after harvesting, SorKorThor can random the
reserved sample immediately.

(2) Let's SorKorThor random the sample field by using Table 1

3.3.2 Random of survey spot

You have to select 2 survey spots in the sample field by;

© From the lower left-hand corner, walk along the edge of the farm field for 30
steps and turn right or left into the farm field and walk in for another 30 steps. The right-hand
block is the first survey spot.

® From the upper right-hand corner, walk along the edge of the farm field for
30 steps and turn right or left into the farm field and walk in for another 30 steps. The right-hand
block is the second survey spot.



3.3.3 Survey spot

Operation in the survey spot consists of 2 parts;
Part 1: Measure the length of the right-hand row for 3 meter and count the number
of plant tree, then measure the space between row. Record the data into Form 2, No. 2.
Part 2: Keep the production and measure the weight of production within the length
of 3 meters from each survey spot. Then, record data into Form 2, No. 2.

For each practice in the survey spot
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Picture 1: Shows 2 survey spots and planting space measurement

Table 1: Random Table for Farm Field

Planting space measurement

to row 3

Measure row 1

Total number | Sample Field [[ Total number | Sample Field || Total number | Sample Field
of field number of field number of field number
1 1 6 4 11 1
2 2 7 4 12 11
3 2 8 1 13 5
4 2 9 5 14 11
5 1 10 10 15 10




Information for Sample Farmer Households

1. The Office of Agricultural Economics is responsible for collection of all kind of
agricultural data. The Government of Japan has been providing cooperation and support to the
survey of the farm production per rai for the cassava correctly and accurately in accordance
with the fact,

2. The Office of Agricultural Economics would like to ask for cooperation from the sample
farm households to help and facilitate the field survey for the production per rai.

3. Three households are randomly selected from the cassava planted farm household in
the sample village as the representative of the village.

4. The survey is conducted by the volunteers called the “Local Agricultural Economist
(SorKorThor.)". They are assigned to contact the survey by the government officers.

5. The objective and survey procedure are as follows.

“The objective of this survey is to assess the average production of cassava per rai in
the province through actual crop cutting, counting, measuring and weighing of the cassava in
two survey spots (3 meters in length per spot). The survey spots are selected randomly in the
sample farm fields which are selected from three sample farm households in the village.

The result of the survey will be used for making of statistics only. The government
guarantees that the data of this survey will not be used for other objectives such as taxation,
assessment of income and others.”

6. You are requested to cooperate with the volunteer (SorKorThor.) who is the
representative of the government and to assist the measuring, cutting and weighing the cassava
in your sample farm field in accordance with the method and procedure provided by the
authority.

7. The Office of Agricultural Economics will pay 200 baht for your time and assistance
contributed to the government as a “Local Agricultural Economist (SorKorThor)".






. Data recording, calculation and accuracy check
(1) Data recording
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